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observation " until, in a better perspective, we now behold, in this review 
of human actions and events, the slowly rising foundations of the king- 
dom of mind and of peace — Diplomacy and International Law. 

Charles Willis Needham. 



Traitc de Droit Public International. By A. Merignhac. Two volumes, 
10 francs each. Librairie Generale de Droit et de Jurisprudence, 20 
Kue Soufflot, Paris, France. 

The second volume of the above entitled work has just come from the 
press, the first volume having been published in 1905. While the 
author is, like his father, an eminent authority on the civil law, his 
greatest claim upon our attention is because of the valuable work he 
has done in the international field. The most interesting and profound 
publication relating to the theory of arbitrations (De 1' Arbitrage Inter- 
national) was written by him, as well as the most philosophic exposition 
of the work of The Hague Conference of 1899 (La Conference Inter- 
nationale de la Paix). From the standpoint of an up-to-date study of 
the condition of international law, the volume under consideration is no 
less valuable, its distinguishing feature being its review as of to-day 
of the questions which are most discussed in the world of the law of 
nations. This is manifest from a hasty glance at its contents. 

The first volume discusses the foundations and general theory of 
international law, with an important historical review; the sources of 
such law; the fundamental principles; the primary rights of the state; 
the influences bearing upon its destiny, particularly the relations exist- 
ing between states in their several aggroupments — European and 
American. Special attention is given, as might be expected, to the 
question of arbitration, and the most recent cases submitted to The 
Hague Court, beginning with the Pious Fund of the Californias sent 
there by the joint action of the United States and Mexico, receive their 
proper attention. 

In the second volume the state, as a subject of public international 
law, receives special study, and the condition of states as composite or 
federal are carefully investigated, as also the positions of certain of them 
with relation to international guaranties and protectorates. The status 
of diplomatic and consular representatives receives due treatment, while 
the territorial question in all its phases is fully discussed. Treaties of 
every kind receive proper consideration. 

The person who would desire to have a thorough working knowledge 
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of the questions now existent in the field of international law and 
diplomatic action and pressing for settlement cannot do better than to 
thoroughly acquaint himself with these volumes, covering as they do the 
normal attitude of states — the peaceful one. 

Jackson H. Ralston. 



Le Droit International, Les Principes, Les Theories, Les Faits. By 
Ernest Nys. Three volumes (Vol. 3 in two parts). Albert Fonte- 
moing, Paris, France, publisher. 

The present year concludes this important publication, its distin- 
guished author having already marked his career by the production of 
valuable contributions to what we may now fairly call the science of 
international law, many appearing in the Eevue de Droit International, 
of which he is an editor. 

The work opens with a philosophic discussion of the origin and growth 
of international law, following its development as parallel with that of 
civilization. Everywhere he recognizes that the last word has not been 
said, the science growing with the growth of communities. 

Mr. Nys follows with a historical review of the work of the authors 
who successively have contributed to the development of the science, then 
discusses the ancient and modern conception of a state, its recognition, 
and states as sovereign or non-sovereign entities. The bases and modes 
of formation of the law receive full and interesting discussion as well 
as the attempts to codify it. The bibliography of the subject is given 
adequate review. 

An important section is devoted to the discussion of states, their 
characteristics, the theory of nationalities, their classification and 
extinction. 

The territory of a state as to its frontiers, its waters, lakes, rivers, 
straits, canals — its littorals and aerial control, conclude the work of 
the first volume. 

The second volume opens with a treatment of the manner of acquisi- 
tion of territory, sovereignty over colonies and non-civilized regions, 
following with control of international waters. The laws of the high 
seas receive thorough discussion, after which is given an important dis- 
quisition upon the essential rights of .states, members of the international 
society, with relation to each other, while diplomatic and consular rights 
and privileges are carefully examined. 

The third volume (in two parts) discusses negotiations, conferences, 



